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"Japan is facing the obligation to fight for her very na-
tional life. Here on these islands we have teeming millions
increasing at the rate of 900,000 each year. Birth control has
failed. The government has sought to introduce it without
"success.
"The Japanese people are facing starvation unless our
nation can obtain territory either for colonization or the
culture of rice and other foodstuffs. Japan proper is prin-
cipally mountainous. Only a comparatively small area of our
land is arable. Korea has proved disappointing and the
Japanese cannot compete with the Chinese in Formosa.
"Japan has no alternative but to fight for what she gets.
It means war."
I interrupted:
"Why does not Japan try an international experiment at
Geneva by putting her case frankly before the League of
Nations? If it has merit, is it not possible that the greater
powers in the League, rather than risk a belligerent militaristic
Japan in the Far East with all the consequences, might
attempt to work out Japanese territorial expansion by peace-
ful means?"
"We know that that would never succeed," replied the
host.
Since this conversation, Japan has resigned from the League
of Nations, flouted the Nine-Power Treaty and the "Kellogg
Pact in her virtual seizure of Manchuria and declared for a
policy similar to the Monroe Doctrine in the Far East,
ostensibly concerning China. Her military and naval budgets
are immense, Economically she has invaded the markets of
Great Britain whose very life blood is economic. She is at
swords' points with Russia whose Siberian maritime province
(Vladivostok) faces Japan across the Japan Sea. There is talk